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SCHOOL  LUNCH  PROGPAH  CQUCSRNS  FA  RISERS  TOO 
American  fanners  have  a  stake  in  a  hundred-: million-dollar  business  with  a 
growing  patronage  already  numbering  more  than  six  and  a  half  million  customers, 
C.  V.  Hemphill,  State  Director  of  USDA  's  Production  and  Marketing  Administration, 
points  out.    The  new  business  is  the  school  lunch  program. 

More  than  40,000  schools,  half  of  them  rural,  maintain  lunch  facilities  with 
Federal  assistance*     Thus  about  a  fourth  of  America  's  25,000,000  school  children 
are  eating  food  they  might  not  otherwise  get.    In  New  Mexico  alone,  more  than 
20,000  boys  and  girls  are  eating  hot  lunches  every  day  under  the  program. 

Approximately  half  of  the  food  cost  is  paid  by  the  government  as  its  share 
in  the  operation  of  the  lunchroom^,  with  Federal  costs  totaling  more  than 
$46,000,000  last  year.    Federal  assistance  varies  with  the  type  of  meal  served, 
beginning  with  nine  cents  for  a  type  A  meal  and  lesser  amounts  for  B  and  C  meals. 

Type  A  lunches,  different  from  day  to  day,  provide  from  a  third  to  a  half 
of  a  child's  daily  nutritional  requirements.    A  typical  menu  includes  meat  loaf, 
mashed  potatoes,  cole  slaw,  cornbread,  butter  or  margarine,  milk,  and  a  cookie. 
Type  E  lunches,  also  well  balanced,  offer  slightly  less  of  the  day's  nutritional 
requirements.    The  C  lunch  is  only  a  glass  of  milk. 

Children  may  buy  additional  food  if  they  wish,  or  they  may  bring  their  own 
lunch  to  school.    Responsibility  for  the  lunchroom's  operation  lies  with  local 
sponsoring  groups,  which  plan  the  program  to  fit  the  school's  facilities. 

During  the  1944—45  school  year,  about  a  billion  pounds  of  food  moved  through 
the  nation's  school  lunchrooms.     The  total  included  vast  quantities  of  milk, 
eggs,  meat,  fruits,  vegetables,  cereals,  sugar,  and  fats  and  oils.    Much  of  the 
food  provided  by  the  government  came  from  supplies  bought  to  support  prices. 
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THIS  PROVES  IT 

A  USDA  study  has  proved  what  everybody  already  suspected — that  the  purchas- 
ing paver  of  industrial  workers  greatly  influences  prices  of  farm  products . 

Except  in  1920,  1924,  and  1945,  when  industrial  and  farm  incomes  moved  in 
opposite  directions,  fluctuations  in  the  income  of  industrial  workers  and  cash 
income  from  farm  marketings  have  been  similar  since  1910. 

PARI  TT  IITD3X  HIGHEST  121  25  YEARS 

The  index  of  prices  paid  by  farmers  for  commodities,  interest,  and  taxes 
has  advanced  two  points  since  September,  after  standing  still  for  the  previous 
six  months.    This  index,  the  basis  for  figuring  parity  prices  for  farm  products, 
reached  a  peak  of  175  points  in  October. 

This  means  that  prices  farmers  pay  for  commodities,  interest,  and  taxes  ar* 
about  75  per  cent  higher  than  they  were  during  the  1910-14  base  period.  Prices 
of  commodities  sold  by  farmers  averaged  114  per  cent  of  the  parity  price  level. 

HEMPHILL  CALLS  AAA  MEETINGS 

Farmers  and  ranchers  in  every  New  Mexico  community  will  meet  to  discuss 
postwar  agricultural  problems  and  community  conservation  aeeds  between  how  and 
December  15,  Chairman  C.  V.  Hemphill  of  the  State  AAA  Committee  said"  today.  The 
organization  and  functions  of  the  new  Production  and  Marketing  Administration 
will  also  be  discussed. 

In  connection  with  the  meetings,  voters  will  elect  AAA  committeemen  to 

administer  many  government  farm  programs.    Eligibility  to  vote  is  restricted  to 

« 

farmers  participating  in  the  agricultural  conservation  program,  sugar  program, 
or  Federal  crop  insurance  program.    About  15,000  farmers  and  ranchers  are 
eligible  to  vote  in  community  elections,  Mr,  Hemphill  said. 

Voters  in  community  elections  will  choose  405  community  committeemen  and 
155  delegates  to  county  conventions.    The  delegates  will  elect  three-member 

t 

county  committees  to  administer  AAA  activities  in  each  county* 


"Too  much  emphasis,"  Mr.  Hanphill  pointed  cut,  "cannot  be  placed  on  the 
increased  responsibility  committeemen  will  have  in  the  coming  year*    Many  grave 
problems  lie  ahead  for  agriculture,  and  it's  important  that  capable  leaders  be 
elected,    ^e  hope  every  fa rmer  will  cast  his  vote  for  the  man  he  wants  to  rep- 
resent him." 

PARUCK  URGES  NATION  TO  SURVEY  RESOURCES 
Bernard  Baruch  advocates  a  survey  of  all  the  nation's  natural  resources. 
"We  cannot  go  on  depleting  our  soil  and  mineral  resources  as  we  have  in  the 
last  seven  years  without  tragic  results  to  car  "'hole  economy  and  national  life," 
he's  ays.    "A  study  of  our  resources  and  modern  scientific  methods  to  replenish 
them  must  be  undertaken  quickly."    The  veteran  statesman's  views  were  given  in  a 
letter  to  Rep.  Albert  Gere  of  Tennessee*. 

NET  FARM  INCOME  EXPECTED  TO  DROP 
Farmers'  net  profits  next  year  may  drop  as  much  as  15  per  cent  from  this 
year's  record  peak,  BAE  predicts.    Even  so,  profits  ".-ill  still  be  more  than 
double  the  prewar  average. 
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